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The Cabin on the Corner
by Janice Myelle

(Editor's Note: Robbins family researcher Hal Hileman supplied this article for the Newsletter. It originally 

appeared in the February 18, 2009 edition of "The Scoop Today", a Stockton, Illinois newspaper, and is reprinted 

here with the permission of the editor, Todd Nielsen. Many thanks to Janice Myelle, who researched and wrote the 

article for "The Scoop Today". Through his research over the years, Mr. Hileman has determined that the subject 

of this article, Daniel Robbins, a seventh generation descendant of Nicholas Robbins, began his westward 

migration from his native Vermont in the 1820s, settling first in Chautauqua County, New York, before moving on 

to Apple River, Illinois. Several of his brothers and sisters later joined him in the Apple River area and 

neighboring Lafayette County, Wisconsin, including younger brother Melzar Robbins, from whom Mr. Hileman is 

descended.)

The home of Reverend Alvin and Phyllis Sigafus sits on the corner of East Chestnut and Second South Streets in 

Apple River. It was not until last year that they discovered they were living on a piece of Apple River history. 

Their home is on the site of Daniel Robbins' cabin. Robbins built his log cabin in 1832. He was the first settler in 

Apple River and Alvin's great uncle.

"Alvin always talked about the Bonjour house across from the park house as being the site of the first home in 

Apple River. It had a stone foundation and logs in the basement. Our house was built on a stone foundation. So I 

got a copy of our Abstract," shared Phyllis. That is where they saw Daniel Robbins' name. He sold the cabin in 

1848 to the Redfern brothers, Francis and Peter.

"We believe the original cabin had two rooms," said Alvin. According to the "History of Jo Daviess County", 

published in 1878, the historic cabin was also used as a school. John Hartwell was the teacher.

What would bring a settler to Jo Daviess County in 1832? That was the year of the Blackhawk War. It was a time 

of unrest and fear. Mining lead was a huge draw to the area. "Robbins could have been lured by lead and then 

went into farming," according to Daryl Watson, respected historian. "A lot of the early miners were farmers. They 

found that more money could be made from feeding the miners than from mining itself." Usually, the cabins were 

built after the spring rains. That was the time of year Blackhawk was moving with his people. It is possible that 

Robbins checked out the area and returned in the fall to build a home after Blackhawk was captured in August of 

1832. Another option, he could have first come in late summer and built his cabin. Game was plentiful. Herds of 

pigs roamed the area. He had salt pork and salted and dried food to keep him throughout the winter.

Daniel's brother Melzar came to Apple River from Vermont in the spring of 1841 after hearing "glowing reports of 

the far west" (possibly from Daniel). He went back east and brought his family back with him in 1842. Melzar 

engaged in farming. At some point in time another brother, Welcome, came west. Welcome is Alvin's great-
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grandfather. "We don't know how much later Great Grandfather Welcome Robbins came here. I believe my 

Grandmother Sarah Robbins Sigafus (Welcome's daughter) was born here," said Alvin. Welcome's occupation 

was listed as "miner". 

Sarah Robbins married Alvin's grandfather, John Franklin Sigafus. He was known as "Black Jack" in his early 

years because of his tough character. "We aren't sure of the details of John's conversion to Christ. Perhaps it was 

during the revival sweeping the nation at the time," wrote Alvin in his autobiography. "He became known as a fine 

Christian gentleman who lived and taught the Bible." Alvin is a retired Presbyterian minister.

Samuel H. Charlten built the present home in 1895. He owned a successful lumber business in Apple River. The 

house has several stained glass windows and etched glass in the front door. Phyllis's parents, Myrtle and Minnie 

Coad purchased the home in 1938. In 1985, Alvin and Phyllis purchased the house. The original foundation for 

Daniel's log home is still in the basement. How exciting to think that that they had relatives living there at the 

beginning of Apple River.

(Editor's Note: The following deed record was abstracted by the editor from "Western New York Land 

Transactions, 1825-1835, Extracted from the Archives of the Holland Land Company", compiled by Karen E. 

Livsey, Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Company, 1996.)

(From p. 236, Vol. 2): "Daniel Robbins, deed of 5 Oct 1829, Lot 8, Twsp. 5, Range 13 (Portland, Chautauqua 

County, New York)"

********************************************************************************************

Oneida County, New York: Letters of Guardianship

for

William, John, Lyman and Almaron Robbins

Abstracted by Lawrence G. Robbins

(Editor's Note: These Oneida County probate records escaped my attention when I was researching "The Nicholas 

Robbins Family". NEHGS has recently published them as part of their New York State Wills data base. John 

Robbins of Floyd, New York, a fifth generation descendant of Nicholas Robbins, died sometime before July 12, 

1803, the date when his wife Olive and eldest son, Ephraim, were appointed administrators of his estate. He was 

survived by five minor children: William, John, Lyman, Henry, and Almaron. I find guardianship records for four 

of the five but none for Henry. Henry's death records in 1854 indicate he was born about 1790, so he would have 

been about age 13 when his father died and certainly young enough to be assigned a guardian. In addition to 

supplying guardian assignments, these records allow us to calculate the exact dates of birth of William, John, 

Lyman and Almaron. My earlier research relied on census records, death records and a lot of guesswork. 

Unfortunately, in the case of Lyman I was off a full ten years on his estimated birth date (b.c. 1788 vs. born 3 Sep 

1798). The spelling of Almaron's name was also new to me. Most later records show that name as "Almon" so that 

was the name used in "The Nicholas Robbins Family".)

From: Records of Oneida County, 1804, Letters of Guardianship:

"Guardian of William Robbins, 17 years of age on the third of April last, son of John Robbins, late of Town of 

Floyd, Oneida County, deceased. On his petition, allow Israel Denio of Town of Rome to be his Guardian"…" 

Seal, Eighth March, 1804"

"Guardian of John Robbins, 15 years of age on seventh of April last, son of John Robbins, late of Town of Floyd, 

Oneida County, deceased. On his petition, allow Ebenezer Briggs of Town of Rome, County of Oneida, to be his 

Guardian"…"Seal, Eighth March, 1804"
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"Guardian of Lyman Robbins, five years of age on third of September last. Petition made by Ephraim Robbins, 

brother of said Lyman Robbins & by Israel Denio & Ebenezer Briggs, brothers in law of said Lyman, son of John 

Robbins, late of Town of Floyd in Oneida County, deceased. Appoint Olive Robbins of Town of Floyd, County of 

Oneida" (no seal or date)

"Guardian of Almaron Robbins, three years of age on third of February last. On petition of Ephraim Robbins, 

Brother of said Almaron & Israel Denio & Ebenezer Briggs, Brothers in law of said Almaron, the son of John 

Robbins, late of Town of Floyd in Oneida County, to be Guardian. Affidavit by Olive Robbins"..."Seal eighth 

March, 1804"

********************************************************************************************

Robbins Mayflower Lines To Brewster and Howland

Compiled by Richard Robbins

Jeduthan Robbins II (1694 - 1740) of Plymouth and Plympton, Massachusetts, was the great- grandson of our 

family founder, Nicholas Robbins. In 1718 Jeduthan II married Rebecca Crocker (1697 - c. 1744), who was the 

great-granddaughter of John Howland (1592 - 1672) and Elizabeth Tilley (1607 - 1687), both of the Mayflower. 

Jeduthan II and Rebecca had ten children.

Their son, James Robbins (1727 - 1816), married Ruth Prince (1730 - 179?) in 1749 at Duxbury, Massachusetts. 

She was a descendant of the Elder William Brewster (c. 1566 - 1644) of the Mayflower. With this marriage, the 

Mayflower William Brewster line was brought together with the Mayflower John Howland line. In 1762, James 

and his younger brother Benjamin, together with their families, migrated from Plympton, Massachusetts to 

Yarmouth, Nova Scotia, where each had received grants of about 1000 acres from the English provincial 

government. James was a founding member of the Chebogue Congregational Church at Yarmouth and became its 

Deacon. Benjamin drowned two years after arriving at Yarmouth and his family returned to Massachusetts. 

Deacon James and Ruth (Prince) Robbins had eight children.

Their son, Abiel Robbins (c. 1760 - 1844), married Mary Saunders (1768 - 1845) in 1786 at Yarmouth, Nova 

Scotia. She was a descendant of early Massachusetts settlers, first at Salisbury in 1638, then at Newbury in 1642. 

Mary's father, Joseph Saunders, left Massachusetts in 1762 for a land grant in Yarmouth, Nova Scotia, just as the 

Robbins brothers had done. Abiel and Mary (Saunders) Robbins had twelve children.

Their son, John Robbins (1798 - 1875), married Sarah Ann Cornwell (1807 - 1884) in 1825 at Waterford, Digby 

County, Nova Scotia. Her family can be traced back to a line of Cornwells in Connecticut dating back to the 

1600s. Her grandfather was an English Loyalist, who left Connecticut in 1783 following the Revolutionary War 

and settled at Waterford on a land grant. John and Sarah Ann (Cornwell) Robbins had twelve children.

Their son, Stephen Sumner Robbins (1848 - 1933), traveled several times between Nova Scotia and Marblehead, 

Massachusetts, where he met and married Lydia Thompson Trefry (1853 - 1922) in 1872. She was a descendant of 

the Trefry family, who were early settlers of Marblehead dating back to 1661, when they first appear in records, 

but most likely earlier. The first Europeans to settle in Marblehead appeared in 1629 when it was called Marble 

Harbor and was a part of Salem, Massachusetts. In 1648 it was separated from Salem to become its own town. 

After their first child was born, Stephen Sumner and Lydia moved to Clements (now Clementsport), Nova Scotia, 

where his next oldest brother, John Enos Robbins, lived at the time. They lived in Clements about six years. 

During this time, three additional children were born, all sons. In 1879 the family returned to Marblehead, where 

two daughters were born, six children in all. Stephen Sumner and Lydia later moved to nearby Lynn, 

Massachusetts, where he owned a home and where they remained. He was a carpenter all his life. They also 

owned a farm in Middleborough, Massachusetts. Stephen Sumner Robbins and Lydia (Trefry) Robbins are buried 

together in Pine Grove Cemetery in Lynn. Their six children were:
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1. Frederick Lester Robbins, born in Marblehead in 1872 and died in Lynn in 1935. He was married to Mary B. 

Harris and divorced. May have had one child. He was a veteran of the Spanish-American War and is buried in the 

Veteran's Lot at Pine Grove Cemetery in Lynn;

2. Charles Sumner Robbins, born in 1874 in Clementsport, Nova Scotia, and died in Westville, Indiana in 1951. 

He was married twice and had one child, Charles Sumner Robbins, Jr., born in 1913, probably in Missouri. 

Charles, Jr. died in 2001 in Florida, leaving wife, Augusta Berlin Robbins, and four children, Rochelle Robbins, 

Bruce Robbins, Bradford Robbins and Scott Robbins;

3. Bernard Ellsworth Robbins, born in 1876, probably in Clementsport, Nova Scotia, and died in Salem, 

Massachusetts in 1957. More on Bernard follows.

4. James Franklin Robbins, born in 1878, probably in Clementsport, Nova Scotia, and died in 1966 in Fresno, 

California. He married Belle _______ of Maine and had no children;

5. Gertrude May Robbins, born in Marblehead in 1885. She married James Ladd of Maine and had two children, 

Maurice and Elsie, and divorced. She married again to Oscar Emery;

6. Hannah Eliza Robbins, born in 1888 in Marblehead. Married Robert Myers and had no children.

Bernard Ellsworth Robbins (1876 - 1957) was born in Nova Scotia. He married Mary Eliza Bigney (1877 - 1959) 

in Lynn in 1897. She was also born in Nova Scotia and her family moved from Pictou County, Nova Scotia to 

Massachusetts, where they lived in Boston and the surrounding area. She was one of twelve children. Bernard and 

Mary Eliza (Bigney) Robbins had two sons and divorced early. Both were shoe workers in Lynn. Bernard 

remained in the shoe business all his life. He remarried, lived in the Midwest for a time, then returned to Salem, 

Massachusetts, where he died and is buried. Mary Eliza also remarried, remained in Lynn, and is buried in 

Beverly, Massachusetts. Neither had additional children.

Their youngest son, Frederick Sumner Lester Robbins (1899 - 1981), at age 19, married Eleanor Campbell of 

Lynn. They had one son and divorced. He remarried in 1935 to Harriet Cichocki (1913 - 1997) of Salem, 

Massachusetts, and had four more children. The family lived in Salem and Beverly, Massachusetts, then in Florida 

for a short time, and subsequently moved to Wilmington, Massachusetts in 1946, where they remained. Frederick 

Sumner Lester Robbins died in 1981 and is buried in Wilmington with wife Harriet. His five children were:

1. Frederick Ellsworth Robbins, his only child with first wife, Eleanor Campbell, born in 1920, presently a 

resident of West Newbury, Massachusetts with wife, Jean, and a member of the General Society of Mayflower 

Descendants from John Howland; 

2. Evelyn Elizabeth Robbins, born in 1936, presently a resident of Barnstable, Cape Cod, Massachusetts;

3. Frederick Lester Robbins, Jr., born in 1938, who died of cancer in 2002 at age sixty-three;

4. Richard Joseph Robbins, born in 1940, presently a resident of Santa Rosa, California, and a member of the 

General Society of Mayflower Descendants from John Howland and William Brewster;

5. Debra Lee Robbins, born in 1950 and presently a resident of Connecticut.

All descendants of Deacon James Robbins and wife, Ruth (Prince) Robbins are descendants of the Pilgrims, Elder 

William Brewster and his wife Mary Brewster; John Howland and his wife Elizabeth Tilley; and Elizabeth Tilley's 

parents, John and Joan Tilley. All six arrived in Plymouth, Massachusetts aboard the Mayflower in 1620. This 

Robbins family lineage, as well as the required proofs of Mayflower lineage to the General Society of Mayflower 

Descendants, was researched in equal measure by Richard Robbins of Santa Rosa, California, and Frederick 

Ellsworth Robbins and his wife, Jean, of West Newbury, Massachusetts.

Richard Robbins was born in Beverly, Massachusetts, and lived in Massachusetts until 1983, when he moved to 

California to follow his career. He is a graduate of Northeastern University in Boston with a B. S. in Electrical 

Engineering and is retired from the computer industry.

******************************************************************************************** 

© 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 Lawrence G. Robbins
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